
July 28, 2009

Dear Neighbors,

Last Tuesday evening the German Village Society’s Streetscape Committee hosted the second open forum for the Third Street Project in the Fest Hall.  Representatives from Kinzelman, Kline, & Gossman (KKG), the principal architectural firm working on the Third Street Comprehensive Streetscape Project as well as two representatives from the City of Columbus Department of Public Service; Division of Planning and Operations, and Department of Development were in attendance.  The German Village community was represented by nearly 50 neighbors.  The forum began with a very well organized presentation compiled by KKG, designed to prompt conversation regarding elements of a comprehensive streetscape plan. 

To give a brief history of the Third Street Comprehensive Streetscape Project, in October 2008, the German Village Society’s application for Urban Infrastructure Recovery Funds was confirmed in the amount of $250,000 from the City of Columbus.  These funds are solely allocated to redesign and possibly implement design changes to the streetscape of Third Street from Livingston Avenue to Schiller Park.  KKG and Chambers, Murphy, and Burge (CMB) were selected as the architects and historical restoration consultants.  The current project is to develop a comprehensive streetscape design concept.  The implementation and engineered drawings, etc. are to be subsequent steps addressed only after the design concept is completed.  KKG’s current plan consists of four phases – Research German Village Historic Streetscape, Comprehensive Streetscape Design Concept, Implementation Plan, Identify Resources and Secure Funding.  To progress through the phases of the project, the city provides KKG with an Authorization to Proceed.  Last Tuesday’s open forum presentation represents the mid-portion of the Comprehensive Streetscape Design Concept, aka Phase 2.

Following the presentation by KKG, we learned that the scope of the project is constrained.  The city has instructed KKG and CMB not to include the actual street, pavement, and surface materials in the project.  We know the city is apprehensive about the possibility of restoring the street to brick, but the original scope of this project did include addressing the street.  While we recognize that there are opinions in the community on either side of the issue about restoring the street to brick, we did not realize that this essential component of the scope of the project had been deleted by the city prior to the beginning of the entire project.   

The second major concern that was discovered at the meeting is the notion that the city is planning to withhold any further Authorization to Proceed notices to KKG.  Without the ‘go-ahead’ from the city, the project will be halted in its tracks and lie dormant.  The rationale provided by the city is that they do not foresee the funds available to achieve the implementation of the components of the final design.  Contradictory to this, the fourth phase of the current project is specifically designed to help us identify financial vehicles to further the progress of the overall goal – to restore and preserve the historic integrity of Third Street and to maintain a pedestrian-friendly thoroughfare for the German Village community.  Naturally, it is incomprehensible to put the brakes on this project at this juncture without following through to completion.  Lastly, the current funds for this project are secured and available and therefore should be utilized for their designated purpose.  

In conclusion, the scope of the project needs to be revised and expanded to include the street as the most fundamental component.  In regards to the continuation of the project, it is absolutely essential that our momentum is not lost here.  As one neighbor reminded us all last week, funding sources are keen on supporting projects that are ‘shovel ready’.  We can only be active and ready to move forward if this plan is developed fully.  

As Chair of the Streetscape Committee I ask for the collaborative support of our community to help us succeed in staying the course of such a vital project.  Third Street is our main thoroughfare and the importance of maintaining a vibrant and safe path for ourselves, our neighbors, and the visitors we welcome to our historic community is quintessential.  I have made myself and our committee available to discuss any and all issues related to the Third Street Comprehensive Streetscape Project with all city representatives and officials necessary.      

I apologize for the delay of this communication but trust that our collective voice herein will be heard as we care so deeply for our beloved German Village.  

Respectfully,

Brian J. Santin, M.D. 

