German Village Community Farm Rules

Community gardens provide opportunities to grow food, to share traditions between cultures and generations, to create habitable environments, and most importantly to build community. The multiple benefits of community gardens extend far beyond a garden's borders! 
In order for a community garden to succeed, gardener support is needed to maintain the site, manage compost, keep on top of equipment, make signs, deal with wildlife, obtain our donated transplants, plan and execute produce donations, help keep the site picked up from debris, and plan celebrations. 

Below are the following rules and regulations of The German Village Community Farm that must be upheld: 

Fees 

· Gardeners can officially garden at The German Village Community Farm after reading and signing this agreement.  

· You will need to pay Livingston United Methodist Church a $20.00 for individual plots plus $5.00 for the communal plot. I also agree to pay $10.00 for the capability to grow tomatoe plants in the designated plots.
· I agree to pay $______ Livingston United Methodist Church to cover the cost of gardening at the site for the 2009 gardening season.  

· Please make checks payable to Livingston United Methodist Church, write community farm in the Memo. 

Choosing a Plot
· Plots are assigned on a first come/first serve basis.  Gardeners who have previously gardened at the site are given preference as are members living in German Village and members of Livingston UM Church. 

Start of Season
· I will have something planted in my garden by the first week of June and keep it planted and weeded all summer long.  

Plot Maintenance Expectations

· Gardeners must maintain plots (including adjacent aisles) on a regular basis throughout the growing season.  This includes planting, watering, weeding, and harvesting.  Gardeners agree to keep the garden free of diseased plants, insect-infested plants, and over-ripe vegetables. 

· Please contact the Garden Committee if you will be temporarily unable to maintain your plot.  If your plot has been abandoned or not maintained for more than 2 weeks, without prior notice, it will be reassigned to another individual and any produce will be donated to the Livingston United Methodist Church Food Pantry. 

Organic…………………………………………………………………………………….........

· I agree to use organic gardening methods. This means toxic fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides & rodenticides may not be applied.  Organic definitions can vary and organically labeled pesticides can actually be as toxic as synthetic versions. However, using compost, barriers and weeding are always acceptable.  Gardeners agree to check with the Garden Committee before applying any fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides & rodenticides, even if labeled “organic”.

Large/Woody Plants or Structures……………………………………………………………….

· Be respectful, tall crops (such as sunflowers and corn), structures, trees or shrubs, etc. should not be planted to shade another garden. 

Watering…………………………………………………………………………………………..

· Gardeners must be diligent to shut the water off after their use. 

Harvesting………………………………………………………………………………………..

· Gardeners should not take produce from anyone’s garden other than their own unless invited to do so

· Gardeners are encouraged to donate a portion of their crop to the Livingston UM Church food pantry or other food bank

Miscellaneous……………………………………………………………………………………..

· No driving on the property unless approved by the Livingston United Methodist Church.
End of Season
· I will participate in the spring and fall cleanups of the garden. 

· At the end of the season, all dead plants and weeds should be removed.  All stakes should be removed and the ground made ready for tilling.  

Gardener Meetings
· Gardeners are encouraged to work together as a group on communal plots.

· Individuals interested in maintaining the communal plot will hold scheduled “work hours” on Tuesday evenings 5:30-7:30 pm and Saturday mornings 9-11 am.   

WARNINGS & PENALTIES 

· Complaints, policies, and mediations are the responsibility of the Garden Committee, with the committee members having final authority. 
GARDENER’S SIGNATURES & LIABILITY WAIVER
· I understand that neither the garden group nor the Livingston United Methodist Church are responsible for my actions.  I therefore agree to hold harmless the garden group and Livingston United Methodist Church for any liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in connection with the use of the garden by me or any of my guests.  
· I understand all the rules and regulations and promise to follow them in good conscience.  
Printed Name: _____________________________

Date:___________________

Signature:_________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________
