German Village Society

Streetscape Committee

Third Street Open Forum Minutes
Wednesday January 27th, 2010 at 6pm EST

Introductions 
Brian J. Santin, GVS Streetscape Committee Chair



Brian Kinzelman, Kinzelman, Kline, & Gossman



Sarah Richardson, KKG

Rob Hilbert, KKG

Matthew Leasure, KKG
Gary Wilfong, City of Columbus, Dept of Public Service

Tim Bell, City of Columbus, Dept of Public Service

GVS Community Members present:

Jerry Glick

Will Eylar

Carolyn McCall

Russ Arledge

Damon Doerschuk
Aimee Peart

Jim Nicholson

Elspeth Willoughby

Lynn Esselstein

Julie Nusken

Catherine Adams
Mark Colasante

Janet Walston

Dick Walston

Nelson Genshaft

Carole Genshaft

Karen McCoy

Darci Congrove

Roy Bieber

Brian McCann

Vallerie Crasm

Discussion (conducted by Brian Kinzlemand & Sarah Richardson, moderated by Brian Santin)
I. Research 
a. Residential / commercial mix

b. GVS suggestions (survey results)

i. Utilities (over 70+ crossings overhead)

ii. Materials

iii. Landscape features

iv. Signage

c. END OF THE DAY/PROJECT GOAL: achieve a Craft of Vision / Masterplan Snapshot 

i. Create balance of contemporary function with historic intergrity

II. Roadways

a. 3 options

i. All brick

ii. Split between asphalt center lanes and brick parking lanes

iii. All asphalt

III. Curbs

a. All stone

IV. Curb extensions

a. Sprinkled throughout plan at some but not all intersections

i. Safety feature

ii. Traffic calming effects

V. Multi-modal Roadway

a. Multiple lanes to service

i. Parked cars

ii. Moving vehicles

iii. Bicycle lanes

VI. Sidewalks

a. Zones

i. Walkway portion

ii. Space for amenities

1. benches

2. light poles

iii. clear zone – immediately next to street curb to allow for opening of car doors,etc

b. Corners – possibility of changing to brick from current concrete at handicap ramps
VII. Utilities

a. Option 1

i. Change utility poles to metal

1. fewer needed compared to wood

2. can be taller than wood

3. result is less visual clutter – “Cone of Vision”

b. Option 2

i. Below grade utility lines but above ground utility transformer boxes

c. Option 3

i. Below grade utility lines and transformer boxes

VIII. Lighting

a. More pedestrian fixtures

b. Plan will not mix utility poles with light fixtures

i. Draws more attention to utility poles

IX. Landscape Beds

a. Combo of old and new

b. Keeping in mind commercial concerns, i.e. canopy heights

X. Furnishings

a. News corrals

b. Bike racks

c. Benches

d. Mixture of types/varities – not all the same although plan for all to be painted black 

i. Less obtrusive

XI. Signage

a. Align signs for uniform height and style

b. Upgrade to square posts

i. Allows for signs to be aligned in a neater more uniform manner

1. cohesive

2. offers distinct signage for German Village unique to the neighborhood

c. minimize signage

i. curb extensions help with this by voiding the need for signs that indicate how close to a corner you may park

XII. Asymmetrical rhythm to all of these features

a. Keeps with uniqueness of German Village

XIII. Livingston Gateway

a. Northside Brick piers

b. NO arches

c. Flush brick intersection

d. Curb extensions

XIV. Schiller Park Gateway
a. Add tree lawns

b. More trees

XV. Resident feedback

a. Possibility of incorporating Wifi into the plan

b. Irrigation system for watering plants/flower beds

c. Option needed for multiple brick areas in street vs an all or none option 

d. Option #2 for utility lines underground not advisable as transformer boxes above ground are just as intrusive as overhead lines are

e. Whittier needs to be treated as a major intersection

f. Village Green concept not sold on – change name

g. Appreciative of incorporating prior suggestions by GVS community at Open Forum #1

XVI. Next Steps:

a. Gather feedback from GVS & this Forum

b. Refine Design

c. Update Budget

d. Develop Implementation Strategies

e. Explore Funding Opportunities

XVII. Conclusion:

a. Many thanks to KKG and the City of Columbus Dept of Public Service & Dept of Development for continued collaboration on this vital project for the success of the City of Columbus and German Village.
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